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News Release

The University[!/ Dayton
ST. JOSEPH HALL REDEDICATION
SET FOR HOMECOMING WEEKEND AT UD

Nearly two years ago, when Dayton fire chief Glenn Alexander last stood in front of
St. Joseph Hall on the University of Dayton campus, he was battling a blaze that
threatened to completely destroy the building.

On Sunday, Oct. 22 he will join UD

students, faculty and alumni for an open house to cededicate the restored structure.
The dedication is open to the public.
"This is a celebration of thanksgiving--both to appreciate the past and honor those
who helped restore the building," said Patrick M.
advancement.

Joyce~

vice president for University

"We're saying thank you to God and to the people who helped save the

building, as well as showing off a new jewel on the historic part of UD's campus."
The 2 p.m. ceremony, which coincides with Homecoming activities on campus, will
involve Dayton firefighters, students, members of UD's Marianist community and tenants
of the building.

Titled "Remembering the Past," the event will include scripture

readings, singing and the blessing of crucifixes, which will be placed in St. Joseph
Hall classrooms by members of the University community.

At an open house following the

20-minute ceremony, UD faculty and graduate students will be available to answer
questions about academic

programs~

On Dec. 22, 1987, a four-alarm fire, believed to have been caused by faulty
electrical wiring, destroyed most of the third and fourth floors and heavily damaged the
lower floors of the building.

No one was hurt in the blaze.

Exactly one year later

University officials announced plans to raise. funds for the building's restoration when
it formed a 14-member steering committee chaired by Jerry VanderHorst, a 1951 UD
graduate who lived in St. Joseph Hall

f~om

1947-50.

Approximately $1 million has been

-more-
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raised through private donations for the $6.75 million renovation of the century-old
structure.

More than half of the renovation's cost has been covered by insurance with

the remainder by tax-exempt bonds.
The University committed itself during the renovation project to maintaining the
historical integrity of the building while developing a modern academic facility.

Plans

called for literally gutting the inside of the four-story building while preserving the
two-foot thick exterior red-brick walls.

A new formal entry opens onto the new Nazareth

Courtyard whose brick walks, landscaping and lamp-lighting are in keeping with UD's
long-range architectural plans.
University officials selected Nazareth, the name of the first U.S. community the
Marianists founded in Dayton, as the name for the courtyard to "reflect our devotion to
the Holy Family," said the Rev. Richard Knuge, S.M., a member of the rededication
committee.

A sculpture of the Holy Family, which depicts Mary and Joseph sending the

child Jesus forth from Nazareth, will be installed in the courtyard in March 1990.
The 105-year-old St. Joseph Hall presently houses the academic departments of
communication, sociology and anthropology, social work, political science and
psychology.

The Center for International Studies, the Center for the Study of Family

Development, the Women's Studies program and UD's Printing and Design shop are
additional occupants.

More than three-quarters of UD's 60,000 living alumni have taken

classes in St. Joseph Hall, which during the years has been used as a dormitory for
student athletes, offices and classrooms for the School of Engineering and the
provincial headquarters for the Marianists. the Roman Catholic teaching order that
founded and sponsored UD.
"This building is the roots of the Marianists in the United States and at the
University of Dayton," said Knuge.

"There is no building that has a deeper significance

for the Marianists."
-30EDITOR'S NOTE: For advance media interviews, contact Patrick Joyce at (513)
229-2912, the Rev. Richard Knuge at 229-2045 or Jerry VanderHorst at 435-1583.

